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SUBJECT : Visit of the Presided to Costs Hies 17-1#- if March 
for fleeting of toe Central American Presidents 
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W« have been advised that toe President plans to attend 
a meeting of the Presidents of Central America, 17-19 March, 
to San Jose, Costa Rica. We should commence immediately 
oar planning for this meeting to accordance with toe standard 
operating procedures for such meetings. The Cl Staff of 
DP/ P is responsible for being toe focal point of Unison with 
the Secret Service on security matters. OCI/DDI should 
prepare a run-down on each country, coordinating at ton work- 
tog level with the State and Defense Departments. Biographic 
sketches should be prepared on toe Presidents, Foreign 
Ministers* and other individuals who will be present ad the 
conferen ce and of interest to toe President and toe Secretar y 
of Stole. | | 

the President prior to his departure for the conference. Thenar 
usual procedures will be to effect for keeping the White Beu«£* 
and toe State and Defense Departments alerted during toe ° 
period prior to toe conference of potential political or security 
factors which might affect to* President* s attendance. t_~> 
Information copies of material prepared on this conference^* 
should be routed to this office for the information of toe DC#? 
DDCI and the undersigned. 
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SUSPENSE DATE: 

cet Deputy Director/** esearch 


j.yman 8, Kirkpatrick 
Kneewttve Director 
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-■■■jiUzCT: Security Situation is Central America 
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t , The outst a n d i n g common characteristic of the countries 
oi central America, with relation to the problem of dwllag with 
C ea- auatam end €aetn»in t is their inability, or unwillingness , 
to cooperate with one Another. The political differences which 
separate these countries are far stronger than any force which 
nas appeared to date to mite the*. There is none hope that 
real concern for the spread of C eou nlsm, free its Cuban base, 
sight be made the catalyst which could cause thee to unite -at 25X1 

least in respect to their internal security problems. 


3 , The nature of Castro's threat to each country suit be 
na^so clear. A staple illustration will perhaps bring hose the 
idea that the W8& $ through Castro, is sot Just aiming at the 
tl&„ but at each individual country is Latin America. As an 
example, it might be pointed out that Communists who travelled 
iron a South American country for training sere required to fill 
out a questionnaire among wLose SM rmeetioas were the following: 
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Attached is paper prepared 
for President's trip to 
Costa Rica in March. 
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